
 

 

February 15, 2017 

 

 

TO:  BOARD OF HISTORIC & ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

 

FROM: WILLIAM G. SAUNDERS, IV, AICP, CZA 

  PLANNING AND ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

RE:  MONTHLY MEETING  

 

The Board of Historic and Architectural Review will hold its regularly scheduled monthly 

meeting on Tuesday,  February 21, 2017 at 6:30 pm in Conference Rooms A & B at the 

Smithfield Center. 

 

Contact William Saunders at 365-4266 or wsaunders@smithfieldva.gov with any questions. 

 

 

cc: Town Council 

William H. Riddick, III, Town Attorney 

The Smithfield Times 

The Daily Press 

File 
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TOWN OF SMITHFIELD  

BOARD OF HISTORIC & ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW  

AGENDA 

 

February 21, 2017 

 

 

1) Planning and Zoning Administrator’s Report 

 A new board photo may be taken following the meeting if all members are present. 

 

 

2) Upcoming Meetings and Activities 
February 21

st
 - 7:30 p.m. -- Board of Zoning Appeals 

February 27
th

 - 4:00 p.m. -- Town Council Committee Meetings    

February 28
th

 - 4:00 p.m. -- Town Council Committee Meetings 

March 7
th

 - 7:30 p.m. -- Town Council Meeting 

 March 14
th

 - 6:30 p.m. -- Planning Commission Meeting 

March 21
st
 - 6:30 p.m. -- Board of Historic & Architectural Review Meeting 

 

 

3) Public Comments 

 

 

4) Board Member Comment 

 

 

5) Demolish Primary Structure and Outbuildings – 502 Grace Street (Pierceville) - Landmark 

– Mary D. Crocker, applicant. (Staff report, BHAR application, letter of request, exhibit, site 

photos and public notice enclosed.) 

 

6) New Construction Single Family Home – Lot 252 Cockes Lane – No Designation – Stuart & 

 

Bonnie Resor, applicants. (Staff report, BHAR application, elevations, site photos, site  

 

plan and foundation material photo enclosed.) 

 

 

7) Review of BHAR Bylaws 
 

 

8) Approval of the December 20, 2016 meeting minutes (Enclosed) 

 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO COMPLY WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.   

Reasonable efforts will be made to provide assistance or special arrangements to qualified individuals with 

disabilities in order to participate in or attend Board of Historic and Architectural Review Meetings.  ADA 

compliant hearing devices are available for use upon request.  Please call (757) 365-4200 at least 24 hours 

prior to the meeting date so that proper arrangements may be made. 



 

 

STAFF REPORT TO 

THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 

February 21, 2017 

 

 

Owner/Applicant Name & Address   Mary Delk Crocker 

        502 Grace Street 

Smithfield, VA 23430 

 

 

Property Location & Description 502 Grace Street, Across from Cofer 

Automotive, behind IOW Christian 

Outreach 

 

 

Statistical Data  

 

  Property Classification   Landmark 

 

  Current Zoning    C-C, Community Conservation 

 

 

Surrounding Land Uses/Zoning    C-C, Community Conservation; 

D, Downtown District; 

DN-R, Downtown Neighborhood 

Residential;  

I-1, Light Industrial 

  

 

Overview 

 

The ongoing poor condition of the primary structure and outbuildings at 502 Grace Street 

(Pierceville) has been an issue before this body numerous times in recent years (as can be seen in 

the timeline below); most recently due to a Board of Historic and Architectural Review 

determination that there existed violations on the landmark property regarding deferred 

maintenance and demolition by neglect. This assessment was appealed to Town Council and 

upheld by them at their September 6, 2016 meeting.  

 

On December 27, 2016 an application for the demolition of the primary structure and all 

outbuildings was received by town staff.  

 

 

Staff Comments 

 

Regarding the demolition of landmark structures in the Town of Smithfield Historic District, 

Article 3.M: Historic District Preservation Overlay District Ordinance, Section E: reads in part: 

 

4.A. Except as provided by law, no designated landmark building or landmark structure 

within an HP-O District shall be razed, demolished or moved until razing, demolition or 

moving is approved by the Review Board or, on appeal, by the Town Council as herein 

provided. 

 

4.D. An appeal to the Town Council shall be automatic from any decision of the Review 

Board, whether favorable or unfavorable, on an application for razing, demolition or 

moving of a designated landmark. 

 

16.B. [On appeal]…The Town Council may affirm, reverse or modify the Review Board 

Decision... 

 

In the review of any major action that could constitute a permanent and detrimental change to the 

character of the HP-O District, the Board shall be guided in its decisions by the standards 

established in the Historic District Preservation Overlay District Ordinance and in the Historic 

District Design Guidelines. 

 



 

 

Recent Events 
 

December 1, 2015 – Smithfield Town Council voted to have the BHAR reconsider the 

conditions at Pierceville in regard to demolition by neglect and/or unsafe or dangerous 

structures. 

 

December 15, 2015 – The Town of Smithfield BHAR reviewed the deferred maintenance and 

demolition by neglect case and acted to have planning staff notify the owner of 502 

Grace Street of the violations. 

 

January 21, 2016 – Town planning staff sent a Notice of Violation to the owner of 502 Grace 

Street regarding deferred maintenance and demolition by neglect. (Find enclosed) 

 

February 19, 2016 – The owner of 502 Grace Street’s attorney responded with a letter to appeal 

the notice of violation (Which was premature, with the BHAR process not complete). 

 

March 11, 2016 – Following communications with the Town Attorney, the owner of 502 Grace 

Street’s attorney responded with another letter requesting an appearance before the 

BHAR at their April 19, 2016 meeting. 

 

April 19, 2016 – The BHAR, at the request of the owner’s representatives, voted to allow for a 

meeting of representatives of the owner and the town in order to discuss an acceptable 

scope of work to resolve the maintenance violation status of the property. 

 

May 2, 2016 – Representatives of the owner and the town met to discuss an acceptable scope of 

work to resolve the maintenance violation status of the property. The owner’s 

representatives stated that the necessary repairs/remediation of the site may not be 

affordable and asked if temporary measures, such as wrapping the primary structure in a 

bubble or tent, were acceptable. Town representatives stated that at the very least, that the 

roof of the primary structure needed to be a functional system. Numerous items regarding 

the condition of the structures and grounds, their potential repair and/or demolition were 

discussed. The owner’s representatives discussed the viability of subdividing the property 

to remove the primary structure and barns from the balance of the acreage; subsequently 

asking for a week to do market research on how the subdivision would impact the 

marketability of the property and to respond by letter their offer in regard to the proposed 

scope of work to satisfy the violation. 

 

May 11, 2016 – A letter was received by town planning staff regarding the proposal, which did 

not provide a scope of work to answer the required actions to eliminate the ongoing 

maintenance violations of the property. (Find response letter enclosed) 

 

May 17, 2016 – No further action was taken by the BHAR on this item, which means that the 

violation status as stated in the correspondence dated January 21
st
, 2016 still stands and 

the 90 days to remedy the violation began at the BHAR meeting appearance on April 

19
th

, 2016. 

 

May 31, 2016 – Notice of appeal correspondence was received from the owner’s legal 

representative. (Find appeal letter enclosed) 

 

July 17, 2016 – Marks the end of the 90 day period to remedy the violation. 

 

July 26, 2016 – The owner’s legal representative appeared before Town Council at their 

committee meeting in regard to the appeal. Town Council subsequently tabled the item to 

their September 6, 2016 meeting. 

 

September 6, 2016 - The owner’s legal representative appeared before Town Council at their 

regular meeting in regard to the appeal. Town Council upheld the BHAR’s determination 

of deferred maintenance and demolition by neglect.  

 

December 27, 2016 - An application to the BHAR for the demolition of the primary structure 

and all outbuildings was received by town staff.  

 

Contact William Saunders at 365-4266 or wsaunders@smithfieldva.gov with any questions. 
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 NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 BOARD OF HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW OF THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD  

 DEMOLITION OF LANDMARK STRUCTURES 

 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the Board of Historic and Architectural Review (BHAR) of 

the Town of Smithfield, Virginia, will at the regular meeting of the BHAR in The Smithfield 

Center, 220 N. Church Street, meeting room A, Smithfield, Virginia, on Tuesday, February 21, 

2017 at 6:30 p.m. consider an application on behalf of Mary D. Crocker for the demolition of 

landmark historic structures pursuant to Article 3.M., Section E. of the Zoning Ordinance of the 

Town of Smithfield, Virginia, adopted September 1, 1998, and as amended thereafter, in order to 

approve the demolition of the single-family dwelling and all outbuildings on her property.  The 

property which is the object of this application is a part of Tax Map Parcel #21A-04-000I and is 

located at 502 Grace Street (Pierceville).  The property in question is zoned C-C, Community 

Conservation District. 

 Copies of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Smithfield and application for this action 

are available for inspection in the town offices, 310 Institute Street, Smithfield, Virginia 23430.   

       

      TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, VIRGINIA 

 

 

      BY:  Lesley G. King, Clerk 

 

Publish:  February 8 and February 15, 2017  



 

 

STAFF REPORT FOR THE 

BOARD OF HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

 

February 21, 2017 

 

 

Applicants Name & Address    Stuart & Bonnie Resor 

        2102 Governors Point Drive 

        Suffolk, VA  

 

         

Property Location & Description    116 Cockes Lane 

Vacant lot on south side of Cockes 

Lane approximately halfway between 

Cedar Street and Main Street 

TPIN# 21A-01-252 

 

Statistical Data (See Site Plan) 

 

 Classification      No Designation 

 

 Current Zoning     DN-R, Downtown Neighborhood 

Residential 

  

Surrounding Land Uses/Zoning    D, Downtown;  

DN-R, Downtown Neighborhood  

Residential 

 

 

Project Overview 

 

The applicants seek approval to construct a +/- 1,467 sq. ft. single-family home on Cockes Lane.   

 

The proposed materials and colors are as follows: 

 

Siding   ‘Evening Blue’ Hardie Board clapboard 

  

Trim   White wood 

 

Soffit   White perforated vinyl 

 

Fascia   White wood 

 

Roof   Light grey architectural shingles (Main roof); Copper (Coppola) 

 

Windows  Pella vinyl casement windows with ‘Top Row’ grilles 

Accent Color  ‘Ruby Lips’ on window sashes  

 

Doors Stained wood exterior doors w/ raised panels and lites 

 

Foundation  Brick-colored split-faced block 

  

Porch (Front) Concrete with white wood columns and stained wood steps 

 

Please refer to the enclosures for more details about the proposal. 

 

Contact William Saunders at 365-4266 or wsaunders@smithfieldva.gov with any questions. 
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