
















































STAFF REPORT FOR THE 

BOARD OF HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

 

May 16, 2017 

 

Applicant Name & Address    Town of Smithfield 

         

 

Property Location & Description South Church Street 

 

 

Project      District Designation Review 

   

Staff Comments 

 

The Town of Smithfield’s Historic District Ordinance has been in place since 1979 and its 

Design Guidelines since 1990. In the early 1970’s a survey of historic properties in the Historic 

District was done to identify historic properties in town and in 1990, an update was performed in 

order to codify the designations of each primary structure in the district. The 1990 survey was 

conducted by Frazier and Associates, the firm who developed the Historic District Design 

Guidelines. These surveys were very comprehensive and remain relevant; however, some of 

these designations are based upon age and other criteria that are subject to change, so from time 

to time they should be reviewed for accuracy. Over the next several months it is proposed to 

review the designations of the primary structures in the historic district in order to update the 

ordinance accordingly. 

 

These designations are the backbone of the ordinance and requirements, as they reflect the 

relevance and therefore the importance and level of scrutiny that is placed upon each property. 

These designations are formally, in order of importance, ‘Landmark’, ‘Contributing’ and ‘Non-

Contributing’; informally, there is a designation of ‘No Designation’, which is typically used for 

new construction in the district until such time as it is given a formal designation. There are 

criteria to consider in the determination of designation for our local district. Regarding the 

criteria, the Design Guidelines offer the following: 

 

Non-Contributing: Non-contributing structures are those that were built less than fifty years ago 

(In 1990) or have been altered to such a degree that they are no longer representative of the 

period in which they were built or are in such poor physical condition that their retention is 

difficult. A majority of the non-contributing buildings were built at an appropriate scale and of 

material compatible for the historic district. However, unlike the earlier buildings, many of the 

newer commercial structures are dominated by large parking lots and a number of the non-

contributing residences have a deeper setback than neighboring historic dwellings. 

 

Contributing: Properties which contribute to the historic character of the Town, but which do not 

contain certain landmark structures, shall be known as contributing properties. 

 

Landmark: All structures from the 18th century to pre-Civil War or structures with architectural 

significance from the period after the Civil War shall be considered as landmarks or landmark 

structures. 

 

And from the HP-O, Historic Preservation Overlay District Ordinance: 

 

-All structures designated on said map as structures from the 18th century to pre-Civil War or 

structures with architectural significance from the period after the Civil War shall be considered 

as landmarks or landmark structures. 

 

-Properties designated as properties which contribute to the historic character of the Town but 

which do not contain landmark structures shall be known as contributing properties for the 

purpose of the ordinance. 

 

Please contact William Saunders at 365-4266 or wsaunders@smithfieldva.gov with questions.   

mailto:wsaunders@smithfieldva.gov
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